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Editorial

In our first article, continuing our ongoing series updating our readers on
recent developments in biblical studies, Jennifer Dines considers the
Book of the Twelve (often better-known by Augustine’s title of ‘the
Minor Prophets’). She offers a fascinating and wide-ranging critical
survey of different recent attempts to explain the existence of this
collection and how it should be read, both diachronic (with their attempt
to reconstruct the stages of its historical development) and synchronic
(including canonical readings and reader-response approaches).

Sean Ryan’s article is an intriguing exploration of continuities between
the angelic liturgy as described in the Songs of the Sabbath Sacrifice
(found at both Qumran and Masada) and the scenes of heavenly worship
found in the Apocalypse. For all their differences, Ryan has detected
some striking similarities: not least, their shared visualisation of the
heavenly realm as the interior of a celestial temple re-imagined as a
living, animate structure of praise, and the prominence of the number
seven as an organising principle. This suggestive article points the way to
further research into the liturgical background and reception of the Book
of Revelation.

In our final article, Matthew van Duyvenbode offers further reflections on
Pope Benedict’s Apostolic Exhortation Verbum Domini, produced
following the Synod of Bishops on the Word of God. Building on his
work with Bible Society and his extensive knowledge of projects aimed
at bridging the gap between scriptural engagement and contemporary
culture, his particular focus is on the final section of the document: ‘the
Word for the World” (Verbum Mundo). He sets out four qualities or
‘hallmarks’ which should characterise a faithful sharing of the word of
scripture in a missional context.
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